
 

 

PLAY 

 

PLAYING IN PUBLIC 

 

BY 

 

DAVID BOTTOMLEY 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARACTERS 

 

BOTTOMLEY  

     MOTHER     

   FATHER  

AGENT  

ANASTAZIA  

JOURNALIST  

REPORTER 

 

  

 

 

 



 2 

SCENE 1 

   2013 

 

JOURNALIST You’re famous for not giving public interviews, so what was it about 
this particular publication that caused you to finally cave in? 

BOTTOMLEY Well first of all, I wouldn’t call it “caving in” as such, more wanting to 
set the record straight because I’ve read some bullshit over the 
years about my early Yorkshire life that seems to get more distorted 
with each year that passes. 

JOURNALIST But its fair to say you have hidden from the limelight for many years. 

BOTTOMLEY Not even hidden so much as had nothing I publically wanted to 
enforce. I tend to let the work speak for itself. I get a lot of pleasure 
from sitting back whilst watching critics fling brick bats at one 
another and slog it out amongst themselves. 

JOURNALIST Yes I’m sure. But perhaps you’d care to tell us in your words about 
your childhood in Yorkshire? 

BOTTOMLEY What on earth for? 

JOURNALIST Well as a way of setting the record straight, like you said. 

BOTTOMLEY I couldn’t really care less what the record says, I’m interested only in 
what my work says to the public. 

JOURNALIST But the public like to have something they can latch onto… perhaps 
this is one of the reason’s why you’re so neglected as a writer… it’s 
not like Alan Bennett for example, people haven’t tended to take you 
to their hearts like him… 

BOTTOMLEY Thank God! I’m not a National Treasure if that’s what you mean? 

JOURNALIST You wouldn’t like to be? 

BOTTOMLEY Well… if you’re inviting me… 

JOURNALIST Ha, ha, well its’ not up to me of course… but it could be up to 
you…? 

BOTTOMLEY I think once I enter my sixties I may be glad to reach that particular 
accolade but I’m rather enjoying being an enfant terrible in my 
middle age! 

JOURNALIST Maybe you’re saving all the juicy gossip for your own revelations. 
Do you have any plans to write an autobiography? 

BOTTOMLEY Not till I get the million pound publishing deal… but between you 
and me… I did start writing a memoir last year… just in case the old 
grey cells start to let me down in the future, you know? It’s as well to 
capture it whilst you can.  So there is a memoir in existence… 
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whether it ever sees the light of day depends upon public interest, I 
guess… 

JOURNALIST Wow, so there we have it. You heard it here first. Bottomley has 
written a memoir. Well thank you for talking to us today, whilst we 
haven’t learnt a great deal more about your private life we do at 
least have it on record that a memoir has been written. 

BOTTOMLEY Started. Yes. 

JOURNALIST Thank you for your time. 

BOTTOMLEY Thank you.  

 

 

SCENE 2 

      2013 

 

FATHER Why don’t you just come clean? 

BOTTOMLEY No. 

MOTHER But the public will respect you more for it. 

BOTTOMLEY No they won’t. They’ll think I’m bloody traitor.  

MOTHER Not if you confess everything. 

BOTTOMLEY You’ve no idea how these publicity machines work do you? My 
Agent has spent the last fifteen years ensuring that nothing about 
Russia ever gets out.  

FATHER You’re just storing up problems for your future. 

BOTTOMLEY It’s a delay tactic. I want to withhold stuff as long as possible. 
Frankly I’m amazed it hasn’t been dug up by some of the tabloids 
and blazed across the red tops. 

FATHER You’re not interesting enough! 

BOTTOMLEY Oh thanks! 

MOTHER That’s not a very nice thing to say about your son! 

FATHER Well, it’s a game you’ve got to lean to play. If you never give them 
anything how can you expect them to bother with you? 

BOTTOMLEY I don’t want them to bother with me. 
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MOTHER They’re too busy talking about Russell Brand and Benedict 
Cumberbatch! 

BOTTOMLEY They’re welcome to them! 

MOTHER Who’s that other one? 

FATHER Ant and Dec! 

MOTHER That’s two. 

BOTTOMLEY Two too many. 

MOTHER  No, what’s his name? 

FATHER Jude law! 

MOTHER That’s him! 

BOTTOMLEY What about him? 

MOTHER They haven’t got room to talk about you. They’re too busy with the 
others. 

BOTTOMLEY I’m not an actor, Mum. 

MOTHER You’re not an actor? 

FATHER I keep telling her. 

MOTHER Well, you’re in theatre aren’t you? What are you then? 

BOTTOMLEY I’m a playwright! 

MOTHER Well… they have those in the papers as well… don’t they? 

BOTTOMLEY If you’re Simon Stephens, yes. 

 

 

SCENE 3  

   1995 

 

ANASTAZIA Your playing was quite extraordinary. Excuse me please for being 
so forward… but it moved me so greatly I had to say something. I 
hope you don’t think me crazy woman?  

BOTTOMLEY No, no, of course not. Thanks. I’m glad you enjoyed it. 

ANASTAZIA Oh, it was much more than this for me. It was something special to 
treasure for ever. 
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BOTTOMLEY Bimey! Thanks. 

ANASTAZIA How long you play for? 

BOTTOMLEY Oh, about an hour, I guess. 

ANASTAZIA No, no. I mean all time. Since you were small boy? 

BOTTOMLEY Oh, I see. I started playing when I was nine. 

ANASTAZIA Since you were nine! You must have been so cute. 

BOTTOMLEY Ah, well… I don’t know about that. I was a bit precocious… bit of a 
brat I should think. 

ANASTAZIA You always wanted to play piano? 

BOTTOMLEY As long as I can remember. How about you? 

ANASTAZIA Oh, I always yearn to learn but I need someone with much patience 
to teach me. 

BOTTOMLEY Your accent… it’s not from round Leeds that’s for sure? 

ANASTZIA Oh, no, (laughs) I am Russian. I come for International Piano 
Competition. It’s my greatest passion. I could listen all day and night 
to hear piano play, especially your technique. 

BOTTOMLEY You’re very kind. Are you…staying in Leeds? 

ANASTAZIA Yes, I am here staying with a relative for few days before returning 
to Moscow. 

BOTTOMLEY I see, well, perhaps we could have dinner together if you have no 
plans?  

ANASTAZIA Oh, that would be wonderful. I would be honoured. 

BOTTOMLEY No, no, it is I who is honoured. 

ANASTAZIA  To be in the presence of such a musician is in my wildest dreams. Is 
that how you say it? 

BOTTOMLEY Well, you could put it that way if you were being very flattering. 

ANASTAZIA The Rachmaninov 2nd is my favourite concerto, you play it so well… 
it does things to me… gives me goose bubbles all over…  

BOTTOMLEY “Bumps” 

ANASTAZIA  Excuse me? 

BOTTOMLEY “Gives me goose bumps all over” 

ANASTAZIA Ah, yes, me too! You couldn’t have made me happier… 
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BOTTOMLEY Well… the feeling is mutual. I look forward to you hearing all about 
you. Tell me… are you on your own? 

ANASTAZIA Oh yes. I haven’t found yet the one… but I am always hopeful…  

BOTTOMLEY (Smiles) You know, you just made the sun rise on a dark Leeds 
night. 

ANASTAZIA I’m sorry I don’t understand. 

BOTTOMLEY No. But you will… I’m sure you will. 

 

 

   

SCENE 4 

   2016 

 

BOTTOMLEY So… any playwrighting commissions come in for me? 

AGENT No. It’s quiet on all fronts. Nobody has any money. 

BOTTOMLEY Well... you’re the agent… you must have a few leads for me? 

AGENT I’m worried about the Russian spy case.  

BOTTOMLEY What’s that got to do with the price of fish? 

AGENT You do realise you’re setting yourself up to be blackmailed. 

BOTTOMLEY Blackmailed? By whom? 

AGENT The Russians of course. 

BOTTOMLEY Oh, come off it. I’m small fry. What on earth would they want with 
me? 

AGENT You’d be surprised.  

BOTTOMLEY I would, you’re dead right. 

AGENT Putin is a master at finding weak spots in Western subjects and 
targeting them. 

BOTTOMLEY I only lived there for four years. 

AGENT Yes, but it’s what you did whilst you were there that counts. 

BOTTOMLEY Very little of anything, if I recall. 
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AGENT I’d hardly call KGB espionage “very little”. 

BOTTOMLEY They didn’t know what to do with me. 

AGENT Well I can sympathise with them there.  

BOTTOMLEY Thanks! I spent most of the time couped up in our apartment with 
Anastazia awaiting instructions. I couldn’t speak the language, it 
was tough. 

AGENT You don’t expect me to feel sorry for you, do you? I’ve seen the 
photographs… she was drop dead gorgeous. 

BOTTOMLEY Well of course she was. That was the whole honey trap. She was 
utterly irresistible. And I caved at the first hurdle. 

AGENT You didn’t have to become a bloody Russian spy though did you? 

BOTTOMLEY I’d have done anything for her. She stole my heart away. 

AGENT Why are men such foolish fops when it comes to a beautiful 
woman? 

BOTTOMLEY Oh, she was incredible. I was head over heels in love. I’d have done 
anything for her. 

AGENT Including defecting to play piano for Russia?  

BOTTOMLEY I was young. 

AGENT And stupid. 

BOTTOMLEY Are you expecting me to get bumped off any minute? Walk into a 
hotel and get tea poisoning or attacked with a poisoned umbrella on 
Westminster Bridge? 

AGENT Both fatal cases. Hardly something to jest about. I’m worried. It’s 
lying dormant waiting to sting you at any moment. 

BOTTOMLEY Well I can’t let it stop me going about my normal London life now 
can I? 

AGENT Stopped you marrying hasn’t it? 

BOTTOMLEY What? 

AGENT I’ve seen the marriage certificate. 

BOTTOMLEY How? 

AGENT It’s been sent to me.  

BOTTOMLEY By whom? 

AGENT Who do you think? 
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BOTTOMLEY Shit. 

AGENT You’re still married to her? 

BOTTOMLEY (Nods) 

AGENT I think you’re going to have to cancel the book tour. 

BOTTOMLEY What? 

AGENT Lie low for a while. Hope this blows over. But with this through the 
post I think we can expect more… don’t you? 

BOTTOMLEY I was always afraid of something like this. 

AGENT Pity you didn’t learn Russian. You could have been their national 
playwright by now. 

BOTTOMLEY Hah! If it was as easy to break Moscow as it is London! I’d still be a 
struggling martyr. 

AGENT The Russian chapter does deal with KGB interior operations. Might 
have been prudent to edit that severely.  

BOTTOMLEY The public wanted no holds barred. That’s what they got. 

AGENT And this is the situation you’ve got. It’s damage limitation now. I take 
it they’re never going to grant you a divorce? 

BOTTOMLEY I doubt it. I still have Russian citizenship should I be recalled. 

AGENT You’ve had a far more colourful life than I ever imagined. If only 
you’d managed to out it in your plays… we might have got you to 
the National by now. 

BOTTOMLEY Might have more chance at the Russian National. 

AGENT If you’d bothered to learn the language. 

 

 

SCENE 5 

   2017 

REPORTER Thanks for agreeing to talk to us today. I know you don’t normally 
give interviews. But I suspect it makes it a good deal easier when 
you have a book to plug? 

BOTTOMLEY Er, well, this is the time when us writers crawl out of the woodwork 
and face the public and the critics.  

REPORTER I heard you used to be something of a wunderkind on the piano but 
that you gave it all up for playwrighting? 
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BOTTOMLEY Well… I wouldn’t go that far… I used to tinkle on the family piano. 

REPORTER I think you’re being unduly modest here, weren’t you a finalist at the 
1995 Leeds Piano Competition? 

BOTTOMLEY Ah, well, I did used to play a little in Yorkshire growing up. 

REPORTER That’s quite an accolade? You weren’t tempted to take music up 
professionally? 

BOTTOMLEY No. Not really. I didn’t think there’d be much future in it… 

REPORTER As opposed to playwrighting? 

BOTTOMLEY Well, yes, when you put it like that. It might not seem an obvious 
choice. 

REPORTER So what precipitated the switch? 

BOTTOMLEY I didn’t… really… feel confident enough to compete on the world 
music stage but knew I always had a way with words… to reach 
people… 

REPORTER But you’re fond of classical music? 

BOTTOMLEY Oh yes. I’ve always enjoyed listening to orchestral music. 

REPORTER Russian music in particular a favourite I believe? 

BOTTOMLEY Er, well… you could say I’ve always found it quite captivating.  

REPORTER Especially for the piano it seems? 

BOTTOMLEY Yes, some of the greatest piano concerto’s tend to be Russian, 
Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov…  

REPORTER And I understand your interest extends beyond Russian music to 
the country itself and particularly its women? 

BOTTOMLEY No comment. I thought I was here to discuss my autobiography 
Playing In public? 

REPORTER Yes indeed. You’ve been something of a recluse for the last few 
years having completed it around three years ago. What’s 
influenced your decision to launch the book now? 

BOTTOMLEY I didn’t feel I was ready to do the book tour immediately after I wrote 
it. I had a number of playwrighting deadlines and commissions that I 
was committed to completing first.  

REPORTER I see. And am I right in thinking you no longer play the piano at all? 

BOTTOMLEY Well, the writing has rather taken over so… something had to give. 

REPORTER A shame for someone who showed such youthful promise at the 
international concert stage. 
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BOTTOMLEY Well you know… music’s loss is literature’s gain! 

REPORTER Indeed. And your time as a KGB spy must have given you 
considerable material for your stage writing as well as a fascinating 
episode of your autobiography? 

BOTTOMLEY Er… well… It certainly made a change from Yorkshire. 

REPORTER And you didn’t feel confident enough in that to compete onteh world 
stage either I suppose? 

BOTTOMLEY I’m sorry… I don’t … er.. think I… quite… 

REPORTER And how is your wife? 

BOTTOMLEY My wife? 

REPORTER Your Russian wife, Anastazia? 

BOTTOMLEY Oh… she’s quite well… thank you for asking. Yes. Quite well. 

REPORTER In fact I believe you were recruited to represent the Russians State 
playing piano in world competitions whilst receiving KGB training as 
a spy. Can you confirm or deny such reports? 

BOTTOMLEY Er… I’m… not at liberty… if you wouldn’t mind… I’m terminating this 
interview. Please excuse me… 

  Walks off interview set exits 

REPORTER Well, there we have the playwright, Bottomley walking out of this live 
interview during revelations about his private life… 
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